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The program annually honors more than a hundred outstanding Western Massachusetts educators 
in Franklin, Hampshire, and Hampden counties and seeks to motivate teachers at all stages of their 
careers to aspire to excellence. Since its inception 2000 educators have been recognized. Today, the 
Irene E. & George A. Davis Foundation partners with the Harold Grinspoon Charitable Foundation to 
make the Excellence in Teaching Awards possible.
 
Mrs. Barry will be honored during an in-person banquet at the Log Cabin in Holyoke on May 11, 
where they will each receive an engraved plaque and a check for $250, along with tuition incentives 
and scholarships offered by seven major colleges and universities in the region—Elms College, Bay 
Path University, Mount Holyoke College, Springfield College, Western New England University, 
Westfield State University, and the University of Massachusetts. Winners will also receive 
memberships at WGBY and access to thousands of digital education resources, along with three-
month memberships at the Springfield Jewish Community Center and at one of six regional YMCAs.
 
In addition, Mrs. Barry is  invited to apply for the selective Classroom Innovator Prize of $250. 
Created to foster educators’ interest and engagement in Project-Based Learning, teachers can 
submit a project-based learning idea. Up to 30 prizes will be given. Teachers interested in this 
creative teaching methodology will be supported by instructional webinars, created by HGCF in 
collaboration with GBH Boston and WGBY and led by national project-based learning expert and 
author Suzie Boss.
 
The prestigious Pioneer Valley Excellence in Teaching Award is made possible by the Harold 
Grinspoon Charitable Foundation, in partnership with the Irene E. & George A. Davis Foundation. 
Other business and community support comes from American International College, Arrha Credit 
Union, Country Bank, and Meyers Brothers Kalicka.

Pioneer Valley 
Excellence in Teaching 
Awards 2022 goes to 

Stephanie Barry at 
Erving Elementary 

School

https://hgf.org/programs/pioneer-valley-excellence-in-teaching-awards


In Honor of Stephanie Barry
By Ben Rubin

young students understand that risk taking and vulnerability are keys to learning. Mrs. Barry models 
this every day, as she plans lessons that allow space for students’ ideas and recognizes that 
engagement is the driver of the most productive learning moments.

If you are lucky enough to spend time in her classroom, the first thing you would notice isn’t the 
students’ work on the walls or the child centered arrangement of materials. Instead, you would 
observe the way Steph communicates with children. Simply put, this is her superpower. One could 
spend a lifetime observing classrooms across the globe and never witness an educator that interacts 
with kids the way Steph does. Every single word is chosen with intention. Whether showing support, 
offering encouragement, or cementing the belief that all students can learn, Steph’s words are 
powerful. In Mrs. Barry’s classroom all ideas are valued and students know they can be agents of 
change. All day long, children feel seen and know they are heard. Steph’s interactions with students 
are more than inspiring, they are an art form. 

Mrs. Barry brings an unmatched level of commitment and professionalism to her work. She famously 
says that a teacher never has a tough day twice in a row. This is a simplified expression that sums up 
her steadfast dedication to the practice of reflection and ability to adjust any part of the school day to 
make learning accessible for all. Her communication and work with families is honest and loving. She 
works tirelessly to understand where her students are coming from and how their lives outside the 
classroom impact their needs at school. Together, children and families know Steph is at the helm, 
steering the ship through whatever it takes, to make learning happen. 

Finally, I firmly believe that all educators need trusted thought partners to provide support as we 
navigate the ever-changing landscape of our work. Steph is just that for so many. She inspires her 
colleagues to think in new ways and understand that vulnerability can help us evolve as teachers. 
Steph brightens the light inside the minds of her students and does the same for her team. Steph 
opens the hearts of our community while searching endlessly to find ways to help students find their 
own unique paths to discovery. 

Thank you, Mrs Barry. Your work continues to change the world and give us all hope for the future.

Every once in a while, we are fortunate enough to meet 
someone that breaks the mold. A person that inspires all that 
witness their work. Maybe it’s a virtuoso musician, an amazing 
athlete, or a groundbreaking scientist. For me, that person is a 
teacher, Mrs. Stephanie Barry. 

Steph’s ability to listen to her students and think deeply about 
their unique needs, drives her planning while celebrating the 
value of diversity in our community. Steph creates a vibrant 
classroom culture that is so collaborative and inclusive, even her 



Tuesday, Mar 15

School Committee Meeting

Senior Center
7 pm

Monday, Mar 7

P.I.E.E. Meeting

7 pm (online)
https://meet.google.com/zkw-yixc-bfg

Or dial: +1 402-961-1117 
PIN: 487329463

Please remember:

Milk is included with school-
provided lunches for free; 
however, if your child would like 
a milk with a home-brought 
lunch, there is a 50 cent charge. 

Please send milk money with your 
kiddos if they want milk, but not 
the school lunch! 

You can always send money in to put on your child’s 
account, if you know they are milk drinkers!



Third graders did a beautiful job of expressing 
their reasons for why they love our class.  I 
hope you enjoy reading their responses as much 
as their teachers did.  Seeing this display of love 
and gratitude as we walk into our classroom 
every morning, certainly helps us start each day 
off with a smile, and reminds us just how lucky 
we are to be here together.

I love my friends!  They make me 
smile. ~ Ben

My great teachers and my 
classmates ~ Ryan

My classmates are smart & funny.  
~ Logan



I can't wait to learn about the 
Revolutionary War! ~ Quest

I love to learn with my friends! ~ 
Spencer

My friends and I do fun things.  ~ 
Ariel

We always do cool activities.  ~ 
Helen

Math Exploration is great! ~ Blake We know how to party like pros! ~ 
Max

I LOVE 3rd grade because of Ms. S 
and my awesome friends.  ~ Sigurd

We always do really fun activities. 
 My teachers are great and 
amazing.  ~ Kendall



Poka and Litten come to school 
with me.  ~ Liam

My teachers are awesome! ~ Helen

Science projects are exciting! ~ Darcie

I like my awesome friends and 
teachers! ~ Lucian



MOVEMENT MATTERS…. with Jess Galvin

It’s been great to be back this week and see all the 
students and hear about their breaks. We’ve been 
getting back into some favorite games, playing 
some new games, and will be challenged with some 
more group tasks in the following weeks. I’ve 
included some pictures of Mrs. Buell’s preschool 
class. They had some free time in the gym today. 
The mats always seem to be one of the biggest hits 
for younger students. You can see in those pictures 
something that is very new to us and the students 
have been loving. Just before vacation, we got an 
amazing delivery of all new scooters for the 
students. The ones we had were quite old and 
small. These are much larger and have handles to 
accommodate all, including myself because I tend 

Welcome back and I hope everyone had a 
wonderful and restful February break! I hope 
many were able to watch the slideshow of the 
Escape Rooms on Class Dojo. The week before 
vacation was certainly busy with setting up 
the rooms each day and then changing them 
up based on grade level, but it was well worth 
it. The students seemed to enjoy themselves

from our youngest learners in preschool to our oldest learners in 
sixth. Some questions were content related speci@c to each grade 
while others were riddles that stumped some. I loved seeing the 
students work as teams to think through things and complete 
challenges. 

to hold on to those handles for safety. If you ask 
your kiddos, they can tell you how much faster 
they go also. 

We will be continuing to enjoy more games using 
the scooters as we did this week with scooter 
Handball being played by many classes and 
scooter Hockey as well. We appreciate the school 
ensuring we have these awesome tools for PE as 
I’m sure kids can tell you that playing games on 
these is an incredible workout for the legs. 
Speaking of workouts, I am a little late this 
month, but March’s Fitness Challenge will come 
out on Monday. I’m still impressed that I have 
some students that have continued to do this 
every month without fail-to the point of a student 
coming to me because he thought he missed out 
on me handing the March calendar out. I was 



very young (as young as some of our learners) when I got hooked on @tness so maybe we have 
some budding lifelong @tness fanatics in the school. I hope you are as impressed by them as I 
am. 

Let’s keep looking forward to spring weather. It’s closer every day!





Recent Spree of Rubber Chicken 
Abductions Being Investigated

A recent crime wave of stolen rubber chickens was being viewed 
as a prank, until a ransom note was received this week.  The PE 
instructor, Jess Galvin, told authorities that two of her soft 
rubber chickens had been taken about two weeks ago: the yellow 
and the blue.  She explained that she uses four soft rubber 
chickens for games with the younger children, so that there is 
no chance the children could get hurt.  Having two of her four 
chickens go missing right before class required her to change 
her teaching plan for that day.

A school-wide appeal for the return of her rubber chickens 
resulted in her yellow chicken being returned, after it was found 
in another staff member’s of@ce: the staff member is not being 
viewed as a potential suspect.  The blue rubber chicken remains 
at large.

While initially viewed as a prank, the situation escalated 
on Thursday morning of this week: upon arriving at her 
of@ce, Ms. Galvin found a ransom note taped to her door.  
The note showed a picture of her green rubber chicken and 
read, 

“We have your chicken! If you ever want to see 
her again, leave $147.55 in quarters and 
nickels only on the stage by Wednesday 
afternoon at 1:30 p.m.  If the dough isn’t there, 
she becomes chicken cacciatore!” 

Prior to the note being received, the green chicken had not 
been missing. Staff is prepared to ask students to help 
them count out $147.55 in quarters and nickels, if 
necessary.

As it stands, Ms. Galvin has only two of her four rubber 
chickens, and has sent notices to staff and students 
requesting that both rubber chickens be returned, 
unharmed.  An investigation is still underway, and school 
authorities ask anyone with any knowledge of the 
abductions, or whereabouts of the missing rubber 
chickens, to please step forward.

*No rubber chickens were harmed

ON THE LIGHTER SIDE….



Tales & Tunes on MONDAYS with Katie at 10:00am at the Shutesbury
Town Hall

Mother Goose On the Loose on WEDNESDAYS with 

Weekly StoryWalks (as long as weather permits*)

New Session of Ready Rosie 

CNC Programs resume to in-person programming in March!
Times and locations are available through the registration link. 
Please contact CNC if you have any questions.

WEEKLY PROGRAMS

       March 7, 14, 21, 28
       Supported in collaboration with the M.N. Spear Memorial Library.

      Kay Lyons at 10:30am at the Erving Public Library
       March 9, 16, 23, 30

        Erving Public Library - Posted on Monday mornings 
        Leverett Library - Posted on Thursday mornings 
         *If you would like to check if a StoryWalk is posted before you head
          out, text 413-422-0170!

       Begins the week of March 7th. Watch your email box for an invite if your
       child is 3-4 years of age and lives in Erving, Leveret, New Salem, Shutesbury
       or Wendell

 
CONTACT Gillian with questions at CNC 413-422-0170 call/text or budine@erving.com

CNC Programs
MARCH 2022

REGISTRATION LINK!  https://bityl.co/94V1

The CNC Program is funded through the Union #28 schools by the Coordinated Family and Community
Engagement Grant by the Massachusetts Department of Early Education and Care and Community Donations.

Union #28 Community Network for Children

QR Code to REGISTER

https://bityl.co/94V1
https://bityl.co/94V1
https://bityl.co/94V1
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